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	“No one is born a good citizen; no nation is born a democracy. Rather, both are processes that continue to evolve over a lifetime. Young people must be included from birth. A society that cuts itself off from its youth severs its lifeline.”

UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan

World Conference of Ministers Responsible for Youth

1998 Lisbon 



	 “We are committed to realizing our common vision of the Information Society for ourselves and for future generations. We recognize that young people are the future workforce and leading creators and earliest adopters of ICTs. They must therefore be empowered as learners, developers, contributors, entrepreneurs and decision-makers. We must focus especially on young people who have not yet been able to benefit fully from the opportunities provided by ICTs. We are also committed to ensuring that the development of ICT applications and operation of services respects the rights of children as well as their protection and well-being.”

Youth Paragraph (para. 11) of the 

Geneva WSIS Declaration of Principles


What the Youth Caucus says about Internet Governance and the WGIG…

“The Internet Governance debate must be aligned with the general aim to contribute to the cause of human development. The WGIG must examine and address relevant issues relating to Internet Governance and, in general, ICT policy and governance from a broad social development perspective, not only focusing on the technical, political and economic angles.”

Why are young people important to Internet Governance and the WGIG?

· According to the 2003 UN World Youth Report, there are 1.3 billion young people aged between 15 and 24. Today, young people constitute the largest percentage of the online community: they go online more than anyone else, they stay online longer, and they have more diverse online activities. In the area of Internet services and applications development and ICT education, youth are at the forefront either as developers, entrepreneurs, students and workers. 
· If there was ever an area where young people are the leaders not only of the future, but also of today, it is the emerging Information Society. From web development to information access, youth are growing up with the latest technologies – extending them, providing innovative solutions to global challenges. 

· Young people are central to the evolution of a “people-centered, inclusive and development-oriented” Information Society. Yet, youth are rarely given the opportunity to be engaged in Information and Communications Technology (ICT) policy development. If the WSIS is to effect real change, it must involve youth in program implementation as well as in the broader context of youth participation and multi-stakeholder consultation in ICT decision-making such as Internet Governance and national e-strategies for development. Decision-makers must integrate their knowledge, vision and experience. 

· Aside from creating dialogue and partnering in action amongst themselves, young people also need opportunities and spaces for engagement, communication and dialogue with the adult world. Building structures and mechanisms for inter-generational partnerships, equity and understanding with young people is essential to nurturing democratic institutions, enhancing political and social security; and promoting people empowerment and development.  
What the Youth Caucus proposes …








Note: For a more detailed description of the Youth Caucus input, please download it from the WGIG website.

About the WSIS Youth Caucus

The WSIS Youth Caucus, formed on the occasion of the 1st WSIS Preparatory Committee Meeting in July 2002, is acting as an umbrella for all young people and youth non-government organizations (NGOs) interested and/or involved in the WSIS process and ICT policy formulation. The WSIS Youth Caucus aims to mainstream youth perspectives into civil society, the private sector and government inputs throughout the WSIS process. Youth were one of the most organized and successful stakeholder groupings in the first phase of the WSIS process – participating and speaking at meetings, publishing a regular newsletter, running an award program, conducting significant national-level outreach, and much more.

	Watch out for the launching of the WSIS Youth Caucus website coming really soon!!!!


For comments and inquiries, please send your correspondence to

the WSIS Youth Caucus Facilitation Team at facilitators@wsisyouth.org.













General Structure


Developing country gov’t rep as Chair; Civil Society, Private Sector and Internet Community reps as Co-Chairs


Convene on a working level, not a High Level Group


Size matters: not too small but not too large


Core members must receive external expertise


Members must devote ample time and selected on the basis of core competencies


Equal representation in terms of region, gender, development dichotomy





Principles of Structure


Multi-stakeholder, multi-disciplinary membership


Inclusive, open, transparent consultation process


Balanced regional representation


Effective participation of less heard groups such as developing country experts, women and youth


Independence yet contributory to the WSIS inter-governmental process


Accountability to stakeholders








WGIG.








Modes of Operation


Open- and closed-door meetings


Physical forums and e-consultation at the global, regional, sub-regional, sectoral and thematic level


Regular updating of WGIG website with reports readily accessible by the public


Translate meeting documents and reports to major UN languages


Real-time translation during meetings





Scope of Work


Crafting a working definition of IG agreeable to all 


Prioritizing the relevant, most pressing IG issues 


Conducting research on IG issues


Recommending IG options, solutions and framework for action 


Reporting back and briefing stakeholders; organizing dialogues


Defining appropriate roles for major stakeholder blocks


Encouraging stakeholder inputs








